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President’s Message: by Neal Bloomenrader
University and Cheyenne, we can have speakers talk on a variety of issues. There are other
classes or seminars that have been discussed,
namely water and waste water, and the Virginia
Graeme Baker Act.

I sincerely want to wish you all the very
best for the New Year. Last year was a great
year and a year of firsts. The Conference on the
Caldera was a great success. I want to extend
my personal thanks for a job well done for all
those involved in the planning of that great conference. The coming year offers more exciting
opportunities for WEHA members. In May, there
is a new FDA training course being offered in
Casper on the 3rd and 4th of May. Wyoming will
be one of the first sites where this course is being
offered. Initial planning for next year’s AEC has
already begun. WEHA has begun discussions
with the Laramie Hilton Garden Inn. The time slot
available will be the September 12th through the
15th. So far, we have nine hours of training on the
board.

This is the start of a new year, and a
new beginning for a lot of us. I view holding the
office of president as an opportunity to serve the
individuals in the field of environmental health
and the public. I would like our organization to
become a source of training and networking.
This is your organization, and I can speak for all
the board members in that we all want to
strengthen WEHA and become an organization
of excellence and professionalism.
The new executive board of WEHA is a
great one, and I am excited to be a part of it.
The New Year should and will become another
great year for WEHA, but we cannot do it without your support and participation. We will strive
to make this an organization where you want to
belong.

Now is the time to do the preparation and
planning of the AEC at this great facility. WEHA
needs volunteers to work on the following committees: Presentations, Catering, Vendors, and
Facilities. Your help and expertise is needed so
we are asking for volunteers to help plan this
conference. Remember this is your AEC, and it
will be what you make of it. You can contact any
board member for your choice of endeavor. Another request is to help the board and committees with subjects you would like to hear about.
We would appreciate ideas on what information
would be beneficial to you. Being close to the
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NEHA Update, by Roy Kroeger, Region 3 Vice President
NEHA and Immediate Past President
Roberts Win APHA Awards
At the American Public Health Association (APHA) conference last month in Denver, Immediate Past President
Welford Roberts and NEHA were honored by APHA.
Immediate Past President Roberts was honored for his
outstanding leadership as president of the NEHA board
of directors, while NEHA was honored in appreciation
for its leadership in the field of environmental health.
NEHA also honored APHA on its upcoming 100th anniversary next year.

Upcoming AEC’s
This year’s AEC in Columbus OH will be here sooner
than you think. Nicknamed the “Discovery City” Columbus OH is the largest city in Ohio. In 2009, Business
Week named the city as the best place in the country to
raise a family. Forbes Magazine in 2008 ranked the city
as the no. 1 up-and-coming tech city in the nation, and
the city was ranked a top ten city by Relocate America
in 2010. In 2007, fDi Magazine ranked the city no. 3 in
the U.S. for cities of the future, and the Columbus Zoo
and Aquarium was rated no. 1 in 2009 by USA Travel
Guide. I hope many of you are planning on joining us in
Columbus.
NEHA is also working on the logistics for the 2012 AEC
in San Diego California where we will be located on the
sunny beaches of the Pacific Ocean. And lastly NEHA
has finalized the location to take the 2013 AEC to the
Hyatt Crystal City in Washington DC between the 9-14th
of July. Actually Crystal City is in Virginia but across the
Potomac River from DC. Hopes are to abut the holiday
so that attendees can bring their families and enjoy the
holiday in the Nation’s Capital.

http://www.neha.org/pdf/food_safety/Food_and_Agriculture_See_Something.pdf

If You See Something, Say Something

NEHA is working with the Department of Homeland Security and our federal partners to assist
with dissemination of outreach and training materials for food establishments. They have released a
one-page document, intended to be used for training purposes and posted in work areas within food
service and retail food establishments to make
employees aware of what they should be looking
for each day and what actions they should take if
they observe something suspicious. NEHA will
Membership Numbers Improving
provide updated information and materials for the
Active members make up nearly 85% of all NEHA mem- “If You See Something, Say Something” Cambers, with student and graduate members accounting
paign as soon as they become available.
for nearly 8% of the almost 4600 members. How do
these membership numbers compare with January
NEHA to move to an Electronic
2010? In nearly every membership category, memberVoting System
ship has increased. In general, membership has increased by 4.1%, which is very significant, given the
The votes have been counted and you the memstate of the economy. NEHA gained 181 new members bership have told NEHA to utilize an electronic
from January 2010 through November 2010. From
ballot. The election results were very positive with
March 2010 through November 2010 Region 3
over 90 percent of the membership voting to allow
(Colorado, Montana, Utah and Wyoming) added an
future elections to be held electronically. In the
additional 46 members increasing the regions member- near future the membership will be receiving the
ship numbers a whopping 18.8%.
first ballot in this new format.
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Dr. Ben Chapman and his team at North Carolina State University have a great website
(www.foodsafetyinfosheets.com) with “infosheets” like this one.

Loss of an Honorary WEHA Member
By Gary Hickman, Director Cheyenne/Laramie County Health Department
A pioneer of Public Health in Wyoming has departed. Sandy Palmer or “Sam” formerly of the Cheyenne-Laramie County Health Department has passed away. She made her mark as the first female Health Inspector in the State of Wyoming. She began in 1977 as a Sanitarian trainee with the Division of Environmental
Health. Before working as a Sanitarian, she had been with the Cheyenne Weed and Pest Department and prior
to that in administration with Environmental Health. Sam was instrumental in Public Environmental Health issues
in Wyoming and was a former multi-office holder in WEHA and WPHSA. She was involved at the ground level
with the Day Care Program and Health and Sanitation inspections. Throughout her career, she was an extremely
effective educator in food safety and day care training. Those of us fortunate enough to know her appreciate
what she did for Public Health in Wyoming, especially in opening the gender doors of our profession. Sandy had
retired with a medical disability to Arizona and will be sadly missed.
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Food Safety Modernization Act: Putting the Focus on Prevention
By Margaret A. Hamburg, M.D., Commissioner of
Food and Drug Administration

Even before the President signs the Food Safety Modernization
Act, the passage of this legislation set in motion sweeping improvements to the security and safety of our nation’s food supply.
Each year, foodborne illness strikes 48 million Americans, hospitalizing a hundred thousand
and killing thousands. I thank the President and members of Congress for recognizing that the
burden that foodborne illness places on the American people is too great, and for taking this
action.
The historic legislation the President has signed directs the Food and Drug Administration,
working with a wide range of public and private partners, to build a new system of food safety
oversight – one focused on applying, more comprehensively than ever, the best available science and good common sense to prevent the problems that can make people sick.
The idea of prevention is not new. FDA has established prevention-oriented standards and
rules for seafood, juice, and eggs, as has the U.S. Department of Agriculture for meat and
poultry, and many in the food industry have pioneered “best practices” for prevention. What’s
new is the recognition that, for all the strengths of the American food system, a breakdown at
any point on the farm-to-table spectrum can cause catastrophic harm to the health of consumers and great disruption and economic loss to the food industry.
So, we need to look at the food system as a whole, be clear about the food safety responsibility
of all of its participants, and strengthen accountability for prevention throughout the entire food
system – domestically and internationally. The new law meets these needs in numerous ways.
For example, processors of all types of food will now be required to evaluate the hazards in
their operations, implement and monitor effective measures to prevent contamination, and
have a plan in place to take any corrective actions that are necessary. Also, FDA will have
much more effective enforcement tools for ensuring those plans are adequate and properly
implemented, including mandatory recall authority when needed to swiftly remove contaminated food from the market.
We will, in accordance with the law, establish science-based standards for the safe production
and harvesting of fruits and vegetables to minimize the risk of serious illnesses or death, and
we will set standards for the safe transportation of food.
Moreover, with the signing of the law, FDA will for the first time have a congressional mandate
for risk-based inspection of food processing facilities. For example, all high-risk domestic facilities must be inspected within five years of enactment and no less than every three years thereafter.
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The legislation significantly enhances FDA’s ability to oversee the millions of food products coming
into the United States from other countries each year.
Among the improvements is the requirement that importers verify the safety of food from their suppliers and the authority for the FDA to block foods from facilities or countries that refuse our inspection.
FDA will also be working more closely with foreign governments and increasing its inspection of foreign food facilities. FDA’s new import tool kit will have a huge impact on food safety given that an estimated 15 percent of the U.S. food supply is imported, including 50 percent of fresh fruits, 20 percent of
fresh vegetables and 80 percent of seafood.
Very importantly, the FSMA calls for the strengthening of existing collaboration among all food safety
agencies whether they are Federal, state, local, territorial, tribal, or foreign. Among other provisions,
the legislation directs the Secretary of Health and Human Services to improve training of state, local,
territorial and tribal food safety officials and authorizes grants for training, conducting inspections,
building capacity of labs and food safety programs, and other food safety activities. Building and leveraging the capacity of these food safety partners is how we can have a well-integrated, national food
safety system that is as effective and efficient as it can be.
Now, the task falls to the FDA to carry out the direction we’ve been given. We are hard at work planning how we will put this law into effect. As we look to make the improvements called for in the legislation, we must ask ourselves many questions. What resources do we already have? What resources
will we need? Where will those resources come from? Already we know that the legislation did not
include sufficient fee resources to cover the costs of the new requirements. In that, we will look to Congress to work with us to ensure that
FDA has what’s needed to achieve our shared food safety and food defense goals.
This law represents a sea change for food safety in America, bringing a
new focus on prevention, and I expect that in the coming years it will

Retirements in the Wyoming Environmental Health Community:
The Wyoming Department of Agriculture said goodbye to
longtime employee and WEHA member, Doug Krogman. He worked in
Environmental Health in different positions for many years. His hard
work and dedication will be missed, but we wish him good luck with his
new endeavors.
The Wyoming Food Safety Coalition has lost one its most influential leaders in the retirement of Suzy Pelican. She worked for
the University of Wyoming as a Food Nutrition Specialist for many
years and was instrumental in building and maintaining the Wyoming
Food Safety Coalition. Her efforts and assistance will be missed,
but we wish her the best in her new adventures.
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WEHA Award Nominations
It is never too early to start planning for our annual awards. Plan
ahead and take notes on those who put in extra effort for WEHA.
Also, keep track of the crazy accidents or mistakes you or your coworkers do throughout the year, so you can nominate them for the
Donkey Tail next summer.

Outstanding Environmental Health Professional –
Nomination can include the following
- Performance of assigned duties and job description
- Cooperation with fellow workers and peers
- Willingness to take constructive criticism and offer the same to others in a
tactful manner Educational background including special training or education
- Published or articles written or presented by the nominee relating to his/her
profession
- Outline the areas in which the candidate has made a significant recognizable
contribution to WEHA
- Recommendations should be signed by the individual or individuals recommending the candidate

Arthur Williamson
Arthur Williamson was director of water quality before the Department of Environmental Quality became and agency. He did outstanding work in the State of
Wyoming from 1960 throughout the 1970’s. He was a well educated and
versed engineer working worldwide in the Centers of Disease Control on catastrophes in foreign countries, while always promoting public health.
-The criteria for a nomination can include the same outline as the Outstanding Environmental Health Professional except:
Recipient need not be a member of our organization
Candidate must be a person who has performed exemplary accomplishments in the Environmental Health field

Donkey—
Donkey—Tail
This is a humorous award presented to any member of the association who is
recommended in writing on the award form by another member. The written
recommendation should include an account of an actual humorous incident
which occurred during the year while in the line of duty.
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Past WEHA Award Winners
Year

1975
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010

Art Williamson

Outstanding EH

Donkey Tail

Location

Gus Lopez
Don Pack
Don Pack

Gary Hickman

Sandi Palmer

Paul Ng
Debbi Bonini

DJ Inman
Franklin Smith
Howard Hutchings
Don Pack
Bill Locker
Chuck Higgins
Dick Worl
Sandi Palmer
Not Given
Gus Lopez

Bert Reinow
Bud Anderson
Laurie Leis
Chuck Sykes
Shirley Etzell
Dean Finkenbinder
Neal Bloomenrader
Wayne Cook
Linda Stratton
George Larsen
Roy Kroeger
Doug Evans
Doug Krogman
Jon Cecil

Jerry Olson
None
None
None

Stephanie Malcolm
None
Jennifer Escobedo
Joe Martinez

Jon Cecil
Bret Kraut
Stephanie Whitman
Jennifer Rucinski
Roy Kroeger
Nola Evans/Sherry Maston
Ron Ramsey
Neal Bloomenrader
Jay Myers/Dean Finkenbinder
Doug Krogman/Doug Evans
Josh Sandlian
Sherry Maston
Rory McManus
Joe Martinez
Dean Finkenbinder
None
Ben Metcalf
Jennifer Escobedo

Breckenridge
Cody
Saratoga
Cheyenne
Lander
Sheridan
Mammoth

**FOR ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS, PLEASE EMAIL TIFFANY GAERTNER AT
tgaertner@laramiecounty.com.

Congratulations to WEHA Award winners Joe Martinez who received the Outstanding Environmental Health Professional Award and Jennifer Escobedo who received the Donkey Tail Award.
Thanks for your hard work and making us laugh. Also, recognition goes out to Doug Krogman for
receiving the Nancy Rieke Award from the Wyoming Food Safety Coalition.
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You cannot escape the
responsibility of tomorrow by evading it today.

Giving up was never
an option.
Lance Armstrong

Abraham Lincoln

Current Wyoming Legislation:
HB0008 Wyoming Traditional Food Act- This act would exempt certain activities from licensing, inspection, labeling, and
packaging.

HB0011 Wyoming Food Freedom Act– This act would exempt certain product sales from licensing and inspection.

HB0017 Raw Milk– This act would allow for the sales and sampling of raw milk under certain conditions.
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Training Opportunities:
•

Agriculture and Food Vulnerability Assessment Training Course January 31-February 2, 2011 in Cheyenne, Wyoming

•

FDA Training May 3 and 4, 2011 in Casper, Wyoming

•

WEHA AEC September 12-14, 2011 in Laramie, Wyoming

•

NEHA’s 75th AEC June 18-20 2011 in Columbus, Ohio

•

IAFP AEC July 31-August 3, 2011 in Milwaukee, Wisconsin

•

2011 World Aquatic Health Conference October 12-14 Seattle, Washington: conference@nspf.org

•

NSPF Instructor Class website: http://www.nspf.org/CPO/CPOInstructorTraining.aspx

•

CDC Environmental Public Health Leadership Institute website: http://www.cdc.gov/nceh/ehs/ephli/

•

Certified Pool-Spa Inspector: http://www.neha.org/store/1067.html

CPO Classes for Wyoming
Bill Robertson &
Cheyenne

March 30 & April 1, 2011

ricksmd@hotmail.com

wmrobert42@comcast.net

Rick Stewart
Riverton

April 29 & 30, 2011

Pat Kirk

307-680-7946

pkirk@ccsd.k12.wy.us

Laramie

May 12 & 23, 2011

Pat Kirk

307-680-7946

pkirk@ccsd.k12.wy.us

**FREE TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES**
•

Environmental Health Training in Emergency Response (EHTER) February 13-18, 2011; March 27April 1, 2011. website: https://cdp.dhs.gov/schedules/program/s.html

•

Basic Agricultural Emergency Response Training for CBRNE Incidents (AgERT-B) February 13-18
2011; March 20-25, 2011. website: https://cdp.dhs.gov/resident/agert.html

•

Environmental Public Health Online Courses—website: http://lms.southcentralpartnership.org/scphp

•

NEHA online learning— website: http://www.nehacert.org/moodle/

•

Northwest Center for Public Health Practice— website: http://www.nwcphp.org/training/courses

•

FDA’s Office of Regulatory Affairs University (ORAU)—website: http://www.fda.gov/Training/
ForStateLocalTribalRegulators/ucm119016.htm

•

University of Albany Center for Public Health Preparedness—website: http://www.ualbanycphp.org/
learning/default.cfm
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The Mammoth Springs AEC Experience
By Jennifer Escobedo
Yellowstone is certainly one of the most intriguing and stunningly beautiful spots in the world! What
an experience it was to have our annual WEHA conference in this truly unique area. Between the
great speakers and field excursions; the amazing weather; the scenery; the wildlife; the geothermal
features; the great food and accommodations; and the chance to meet and share experiences with
our Wyoming colleagues and our new friends from Montana – it is hard to say what the “best” part of
the journey was. They say a picture is worth a thousand words so lets hope these summarize it well.

Photo by Roy Kroeger

Photo by Tiffany Gaertner

Photo by Roy Kroeger

Photo by Roy Kroeger

Photo by Roy Kroeger

Photo by Tiffany Gaertner

Photo by Joe Martinez

Photo by Roy Kroeger
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WEHA 2010 AEC

Photo by Joe Martinez

Photo by Roy Kroeger
Photo by Jennifer Escobedo

Photo by Roy Kroeger

Photo by Jennifer Escobedo

Photo by Joe Martinez

Photo by Roy Kroeger

Photo by Joe Martinez

Photo by Roy Kroeger

Page 12

WEHA NEWSLETTER

WEHA Board
President

Neal Bloomenrader; 2219 Carey Ave, Cheyenne, WY 82002

Past President

Joe Martinez; 2219 Carey Ave, Cheyenne, WY 82002

President - Elect Terri Leichtweis; 100 Central Ave, Cheyenne, WY 82007
Treasurer

Tiffany Gaertner; 100 Central Ave, Cheyenne, WY 82007

Secretary

Todd Denny; PO Box 148, Greybull, WY 82426

Thanks to our sustaining members!

Wyoming Environmental Health Association
2219 Carey Avenue
Cheyenne, WY 82002-0100

